John Tarleton, the Great Linen-Draper, defies classification-
He is an individual, vital, character. He is a figure of high comedy
and an effective star-part. He is superabundantly vital. Broad-
bent cannot resist a woman. So, Tarleton cannot resist a good-
looking woman. He very nearly pays with his life for his past
indiscretions. He falls in love with Una's athletic body, her
remarkable beauty and her vitality. But he warns her that his
wife comes first in his affections. It is, however, in his encounter
with the gunner that he shines his brightest. When the gunner
is fumbling in his pockets for his mother's picture, he offers to
hold the gunner's gun for him. To the gunner's moral view of
his mother's indiscretion, Tarleton opposes his business view of
the matter:

Tarleton.

Well, you say she and I knew one another
and parted. She must have had something
off me then, you know. One doesn't get
out of these things for nothing. Hang it,
young man: do you suppose I've no heart*!
Of course she had her due; and she found
a husband with it, and set him up in business
with it, and brought you up respectably;
so what the devil have you to complain
of!1

When Baker demands justice, he tells him:

Tarleton.

You'll get no justice here; we don't keep it.
Human nature is what we stock?

Tarleton is " mad on reading " and opening free libraries. He is
all the time asking people to read that author or this author,"
Shakespeare, Ibsen, Pepys. Percival has his vengeance, when

L   Misallliance, p. 630, La.
2.   Ibid., p. 629. I.e.
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